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| A sane island in an
‘ insane part of the world. . .

| Although Jews have always lived on the lands of
modern-day Israel, the nation of Israel did not
‘ come into existence until 1948,

After World War i, the UN made a decision to par-

, tition the area of modern-day Israel and its sur-
roundings between the Jews and Arabs living there.

| In 1948, the United Nations recognized the State of
Israel as a nation. !

The next day, the neighboring Arab states, includ- |
; ing Jordan, Egypt, Irag, Lebanon, and Syria,
| attacked Israel in an attempt to destroy the newly |
recognized state. |srael thwarted the military
onslaught of its Arab neighbors, in the first of many |
such instances. '

Israel fought wars with neighboring Arab nations in
1948, 1956, 1967, and 1973.

Israel has a population of about 6.5 million and is |
surrounded by twenty-two Arab states containing !
an Arab population of about 300 million.

Today, if Israel ceded the West Bank to the Palestinians,
80 percent of the Israeli population would be within
Palestinian artillery and mortar range. Israels forward-
looking radar that can see into the Arab states would be
blind. This would be like giving Osama bin Laden a pro-
tected base in Jersey City and then waiting for him to
shell Manhattan. Did you ever notice that the Israeli set-
tlements are on the hilltops? It’s not because that’s where
the fertile land 1s and it’s not just for a view of the scenery.
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It 1s the defensive high ground; with the hills in Israeli
control, the Palestinians can't shell the valleys below.

Anyway, why should Israel have to return any land to
the Arabs? What is this notion about returning land to the
loser after a war anyway? Why do you think they're called
the Victors and the Vanquished? When you lose a war, why
do you think they call it losing? | don’t remember the ULS.
giving back the East Coast to the British, or Florida or the
Dakotas to the American Indians, I can't recall that we
returned California to Mexico, at least not yer. Just
because the US. set an example after World War 11 and
returned Japan and Germany to their citizens doesn't
mean that this is the automatic outcome of war. The U.S.
would never have relinquished Japan and Germany if they
would have continued to wage guerilla war against our
troops. We would have crushed them. As it was, we only
gave up admunistering these countries after we were
absolutely certain that they would do us no more harm in
the foreseeable future. In fact, we permanently disarmed
Japan; so much so that having no army is now part of its
constitution. Why aren't the Israelis entitled to at least the
same terms from the Palestinians? Israel has fought and
won several wars against the Arabs, so, at this point, Israel
has every right to guffaw at requests to return land to the
Palestians and Arabs.

LIBERAL LUNACY:

“Even if the Jews deserve their own state
because of the Holocaust, why should the
Palestinians have to give up their land for it?
They're not responsible for the Holocaust.”

The founding of Israel did not displace any Arabs. R emem-
ber: there was no Palestinian state on the land of modern-
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